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An Interview with Joyce Austin 
by Sunny Evans 
Her Husband, Formerly an NPS Student, Has 
Returned as the NPS Superintendent 
Despite being in the midst of unpack-
ing boxes and settling into her new 
home, Mrs. Joyce Austin graciously 
agreed to an interview with The Class-
mate. Mrs. Austin is a veteran Navy 
wife and a lovely lady who has raised 
four children, moved more frequently 
than most of us would care to and who 
views the Navy lifestyle with optimism. 
and as an opportunity to experience 
personal growth. Mrs. Austin spent the 
past four years in Memphis, Tennes-
see, where her husband, Rear Admiral 
Robert C. Austin, was Chief of Naval 
Technical Training. Mrs. Austin previ-
ously lived in Monterey when her hus-
band was a student at NPS, and now, 
after a number of years, she has re-
turned as her husband assumes his 
new role as Superintendent of the 
Naval Postgraduate School. 
Would you please tell a bit about 
yourself and your family? 
I was born and spent my growing-up 
years in one home - in one city, Nor-
20 
folk, Virginia. Until I entered Madison 
College, today known as James Madi-
son University, in Harrisonburg, Vir-
ginia, I had travelled very little. After 
graduating, I taught at Blair Jr. High 
School in Norfolk and it was during this 
time that I became reacquainted with 
an old high school classmate, and sub-
sequently married, L TQ.g.) Bob Austin. 
Bob was assigned to the Destroyer 
NOA but soon after our engagement 
was announced, he left to enter Sub-
marine School in Groton, Connecticut. 
We were married at midterm in 1957 
and since then have made 15 moves. 
We have four children: Susan, 28, 
lives in Shelton, Connecticut, and she 
is a school teacher, teaching math in 
New Canaan; Jim, 27, is a young 
accountant and lives in Ledyard, Con-
necticut; Rob, 23, was born at Ft. Ord 
when Bob was a student at postgrad-
uate school. Robbie is a mechanical 
engineering student at Memphis State 
University; and, Cece (Cecelia) is our 
. . . I have never 
looked at my life as a 
Navy wife as being 
something to cope 
with . . . the separa-
tions, while our men 
are at sea, no one 
ever relishes, but 
you do learn to make 
the most of it . . . 
youngest, 22. She will be returning to 
Memphis this fall. 
Where do you call home and do you 
maintain a house somewhere? 
We bought a home in Mt. Vernon, 
Virginia, and did keep that house, but 
I would not say that will be our home 
upon retirement. I feel like we have 
had homes all over the country, mostly 
on the east coast. I really could not tell 
you because we have not even seri-
ously talked about where we want to 
live when the time comes for retire-
ment. 
When your husband was at NPS, did 
you live in La Mesa and did you 
enjoy your tour here? 
No, we did not live in La Mesa. We 
owned a house in Marina. We really 
looked upon the assignment here at 
the postgraduate school as being a fa-
vorite for years. It was just so wonderful 
to have a husband home and available. 
Have you and your husband had 
many separations since he was a 
student at NPS? 
Upon leaving Monterey, we went to 
Norfolk, Virginia where my husband 
was an executive officer of the sub-
marine USS Grampus, and it was after 
that tour that he attended Nuclear 
Power School. Following Nuclear 
Power School, he was assigned to the 
USS Triton, and then another execu-
tive officer tour on the USS John 
Adams. I would say that the longest 
time he was ever at sea was four 
months. Then he had command of the 
USS Finback. So yes, he has spent a 
good number of years at sea. 
What has helped you cope with the 
separations In the Navy life? 
I have never looked at my life as a 
Navy wife as being something to cope 
with. You can say patriotism and pride 
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In my husband have overshadowed 
any of the hardships and inconveni-
ences. We are faced with problems 
that must be solved, and it is hard to 
do without the benefit of a husband or 
partner. It is also frightening to sit be-
side a sick child through the night 
alone, but I just have never felt that I 
could not handle these things. The 
separations, while our men are at sea, 
no one ever relishes, but you do learn 
to make the most of it. 
What changes have you seen take 
place In the role of the military wife 
through the years? 
I think the biggest change would be 
that now it seems more wives go out 
into the world to work. That is probably 
the biggest change I can recall at this 
point. 
Do you think that works toward the 
positive or negative? 
It can be very positive because I do 
think that a wife should do things that 
are self-satisfying, whether that is 
teaching, nursing, going to school, club 
work or whatever. Doing things that are 
satisfying will make her more fulfilled. 
Did you ever work outside the 
home? 
No, I never have worked outside the 
home other than In a volunteer capa-
city. 
Do you have any particular Interests 
or hobbles? 
I enjoy cooking and collecting cook-
books. Gardening. I love arranging 
flowers when I have time to do it prop-
... One of the joys of 
service /if e for me 
has been the many 
deep and lasting 
friendships and 
great neighbors we 
have had ... it is the 
people that make it 
so great . .. 
Of all the places you have lived. 
which are your favorites? 
Oh, that's a hard one. We have en-
joyed each place that we have been 
for different reasons, but I guess one 
of the joys of service llf e for me has 
been the many deep and lasting 
friendships and great neighbors we 
have had. As I said, we enjoyed Mon-
terey. We loved living in Memphis while 
Bob was Chief of Naval Technical 
Training. We enjoyed Charleston and 
still retain wonderful friends there. Of 
course, we enjoyed Norfolk because 
we have a big family there. I really can-
not say one or two because it is the 
people that make it so great. 
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o you share any other hobbles 
with your husband? rter A Y '88 
Well, he plays squash. That's his 
hobby. I have never tried the sport. 
You're not golfers? 
No, were not. We should have been 
golfers because we lived on a golf 
course in Memphis, and now we are 
very close to some of the most beauti-
ful and famous golf courses in the 
world. 
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Have you been active In wives' 
clubs or other organizations? 
Yes, I have always participated in 
activities of the wives and wives' clubs. 
I would say that I enjoy participation, 
and I think the comraderie that you find 
with the other gals results in tasting 
friendships that I think are very valu-
able. I am interested in Navy Relief, 
Family Services and the USO because 
they do wonderful work. I intend to get 
involved to some degree as time will 
allow. 
Do you have any specific goals 
whlle you are In Monterey? 
I would like to try my hand at water-
colors. For years, I have always want-
ed to do that, and I think this might be 
the perfect place for that. I have a box 
of recipes that need to be filed. For 
years, I have thrown clippings in a box 
and for years I have said that I have 
to do something about this. I also have 
photographs for the past 15 or 20 years 
that need a lot of attention. So, those 
are things I hope to accomplish. 
In conclusion. Is there anything you 
would like to add? 
I had mentioned to you that this was 
an ideal place for a couple to enjoy the 
family again, and I would say that the 
husbands are no longer at sea but they 
are available. It is a wonderful time to 
play catch up and a wonderful time to 
recharge the batteries and just to enjoy 
every day. That's what I intend to do. 
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